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Intermingling

Sotah 49b
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It is understood from both the mishna
and the baraita that it is prohibited to
learn Greek. The Gemara raises a
question: Is that so? But didn’t Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi say: In Eretz Yisrael,
why should people speak the tongue of
Syriac [Sursi], the Aramaic commonly
spoken in Eretz Yisrael? Rather, they
should speak either in the sacred
tongue, Hebrew, or in the beautiful
tongue of Greek. And Rav Yosef
similarly said: In Babylonia, why
should they speak in the vernacular
tongue of Aramaic? Rather, they
should speak either in the sacred
tongue, Hebrew, or in the tongue of
Persian, used by the authorities. The
Gemara answers that there is a
difference: The Greek tongue is discrete
and Greek wisdom is discrete, and the
Sages prohibited the latter but not the
former.
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Genesis 11:4-8
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(4) And they said, “Come, let us build us
a city, and a tower with its top in the sky,
to make a name for ourselves; else we
shall be scattered all over the world.” (5)
The LORD came down to look at the city
and tower that man had built, (6) and the
LORD said, “If, as one people with one
language for all, this is how they have
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begun to act, then nothing that they may
propose to do will be out of their reach.
(7) Let us, then, go down and confound
their speech there, so that they shall not
understand one another’s speech.” (8)
Thus the LORD scattered them from
there over the face of the whole earth;
and they stopped building the city.
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Shabbat 56b

Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said:
When Solomon married Pharaoh’s
daughter, she brought to him a
thousand musical instruments and said
to him: This is the way we do it for this
idolatry, and this is the way we do it
for that idolatry, and he did not protest
that talk. Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel
said: When Solomon married
Pharaoh’s daughter, the angel Gabriel
descended from heaven and implanted
areed into the sea, and a sandbar grew
around it, growing larger each year, and
upon it the great city of Rome was
built, which became God’s instrument to
punish Israel.
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Diversity of Thought

Bava Kamma 38a
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The Sages taught the following story in
the context of the aforementioned
halakha: And the Roman kingdom
once sent two military officials
[sardeyotot] to the Sages of Israel, and
ordered them in the name of the king:
Teach us your Torah. The officials read
the Torah, and repeated it, and repeated
it again, reading it for the third time. At
the time of their departure, they said
to the Sages: We have examined your
entire Torah and it is true, except for
this one matter that you state, i.e., that
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with regard to an ox of a Jew that gored
the ox of a gentile, the owner is exempt
from liability, whereas with regard to the
ox of a gentile that gored the ox of a
Jew, whether it was innocuous or
forewarned, the owner pays the full cost
of the damage. The officials’ reasoning
was that this halakha is difficult
whichever way you look at it. If the
phrase “of another” is meant in a
precise manner, that the owners of both
oxen must both be Jewish, then even
when the ox of a gentile gores the ox of
a Jew the owner of the ox should be
exempt from liability. And if the phrase
“of another” is not meant in a precise
manner, and the oxen of all are included,
then even when the ox of a Jew gores
the ox of a gentile the owner should be
liable. They added: But we will not
inform this matter to the kingdom;
having acknowledged that the entire
Torah is true, we will not reveal this
ruling, as it will displease the kingdom.
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Menachot 99b

Ben Dama, son of Rabbi Yishmael’s
sister, asked Rabbi Yishmael: In the
case of one such as I, who has learned
the entire Torah, what is the halakha
with regard to studying Greek
wisdom? Rabbi Yishmael recited this
verse about him: “This Torah scroll
shall not depart from your mouth, and
you shall contemplate in it day and
night.” Go and search for an hour that
is neither part of the day nor part of the
night, and learn Greek wisdom in it.
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Shabbat 33b
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In this baraita Rabbi Yehuda is described
as head of the speakers in every place.
The Gemara asks: And why did they
call him head of the speakers in every

place? The Gemara relates that this
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resulted due to an incident that took place
when Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Yosei
and Rabbi Shimon were sitting, and
Yehuda, son of converts,sat beside
them. Rabbi Yehuda opened and said:
How pleasant are the actions of this
nation, the Romans, as they established
marketplaces, established bridges, and
established bathhouses. Rabbi Yosei
was silent. Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai
responded and said: Everything that
they established, they established only
for their own purposes. They
established marketplaces, to place
prostitutes in them; bathhouses, to
pamper themselves; and bridges, to
collect taxes from all who pass over
them. Yehuda, son of converts, went
and related their statements to his
household, and those statements
continued to spread until they were
heard by the monarchy. They ruled and
said: Yehuda, who elevated the Roman
regime, shall be elevated and appointed
as head of the Sages, the head of the
speakers in every place. Yosei, who
remained silent, shall be exiled from his
home in Judea as punishment, and sent to
the city of Tzippori in the Galilee. And
Shimon, who denounced the
government, shall be killed.
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Access? or too much access?

Sanhedrin 17b
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And it is taught in a baraita: A Torah
scholar is not permitted to reside in
any city that does not have these ten
things: A court that has the authority to
flog and punish transgressors; and a
charity fund for which monies are
collected by two people and distributed
by three, as required by halakha. This
leads to a requirement for another three
people in the city. And a synagogue;
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and a bathhouse; and a public
bathroom; a doctor; and a bloodletter;
and a scribe [velaviar] to write sacred
scrolls and necessary documents; and a
ritual slaughterer; and a teacher of
young children. With these additional
requirements there are a minimum of 120
men who must be residents of the city.
They said in the name of Rabbi Akiva:
The city must also have varieties of
fruit, because varieties of fruit
illuminate the eyes.

Mishneh Torah, Human Dispositions 6:1
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(1) It is a natural tendency of man to be
influenced in his ideas and conduct by
his fellows and associates, and to follow
the usage of the people of his state.
Because thereof, it is necessary for man
to be in the company of the righteous,
and to sit near the wise, in order to learn
from their conduct, and to distance
himself from the evil-doers who follow
the path of darkness, in order not to learn
from their conduct; for of such Solomon
said: "He that walketh with wise men
shall be wise; but the companion of fools
shall smart for it" (Prov. 13.20); and it is
also said: "Happy is the man that hath not
walked in the counsel of the wicked etc.
(Ps. 1.1.). Likewise, if a man be in a state
where evil customs prevail and where the
people are not following the righteous
ways, he should go to a place where the
inhabitants are righteous and follow the
way of the good. If all the states known
to him, or of which intelligence reached
him, be followers of a path which is not
good, even as it is in our own times, or if
he be unable to migrate to a state whose
rules of conduct are good, either on
account of military operations or on
account of sickness, he should isolate
himself and live in seclusion, even as it is
said on the subject: "Let him sit alone
and keep silence" (Lam. 3.28). And, if
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the inhabitants of his state be evildoers
and sinners, who deny him the right of
residence in the state unless he become
assimilated with them, and follows their
evil conduct, he should go forth and
dwell in caves, or cliffs, or deserts, but
not accustom himself in the way of the

sinners, even as it is said on the subject:

"Oh that I were in the wilderness, Lina

lodging place of wayfaring men" (Jer.
9.1.).

Community

“To the people of East Tremont, East Tremont was family. In its bricks were
generations...East Tremont were friends— real friends, not just acquaintances you
happened to meet because they took their children to the same playground to which
you took your children...but friends whom you had grown up with and were
growing to grow old with, boys and girls—turned men and women— who knew
and

understood you and whose you knew and understood. Says Mrs. Helen Lazarcheck:
“Everyone seemed to help one another. If there was trouble, everyone would do
something for you if they could. They were always coming and sharing what they
had.” East Tremont was a feeling of being known...East Tremont was a sense of
continuity, of warmth, or the security that comes—and only comes—with a sense of
belonging....In East Tremont, the Yiddishist and Hebraist each had his own
following with a supporting system of cultural clubs, bookstores, debating societies,
etc. The neighborhood’s seven synagogues were constantly competing for members
and prestige.” ( Robert Moses, The Power Broker, 853-854).

Anonymity

Moed Katan 17a
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The Gemara asks: What is the reason
that he was accepted there? The Gemara
answers: Even though he sinned, he still
acted in accordance with the opinion of
Rabbi Ilai, as it is taught in a baraita:
Rabbi Ilai says: If a person sees that
his evil inclination is gaining control
over him and he cannot overcome it,
then he should go to a place where he is
not known. He should wear black, and
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he should wrap his head in black, as if
he were a mourner. Perhaps these
changes will influence him, so that he not
sin. Even if these actions do not help, he
should at least do as his heart desires in
private and not desecrate the name of
Heaven in public. Although this person
had sinned, he did so in private and in a
manner that did not publicly desecrate
God’s name, and therefore it was fitting
that he be given an honorable burial.
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